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Group 1 – Sample exercises for the written Musical Knowledge test 
The following is not a full written paper. These are questions taken from previous 
International Music Olympiad Papers (Age Group 1) and are provided here as sample 
questions/examples for the music listening and theoretical questions task.  
Questions included in the 2024 Olympiad may be of similar form and cover all or some of 
the topics and areas that are noted in the regulations. 
 
N.B.: Each Music Olympiad focuses on set works of a key composer of the nationality of the 
country that the Olympiad takes place that particular year. In 2024, set works of Cypriot 
composers will be the works for study.  
 
1. Listen to the musical excerpt which will be played two (2) times and answer the questions 
below: 
 

 
 

 
 
2. Fill in the gaps after you have watched and listened to the video carefully. The video will 
be played two (2) times. 
a) The song is performed by a …………………….. which consists of the following voice 
categories. 

 
 
b) The two vocal soloists performing are a ………….. and a …………… 
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3. The following excerpts are taken from works by the composer of the piece in the video. 
Each of the following titles is marked with a letter and corresponds to one of the excerpts. 
Write the correct letter name next to each excerpt. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
4. Which one of the following rhythmic patterns did you hear in the excerpt? Mark the 
correct answer with an X in the box provided at the beginning of the rhythmic patterns. 
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5.  Mark with an X the correct harmonic progression heard in the refrain. 
 
….. I vi V I 
 
…..     I IV V I 
 
…..     I IV V vi 
 
….. I vi IV V 
 
 
6. Name the singer below.  
 

 
 
Which one of the four (4) excerpts that you heard is composed by him? Circle your 
selection. 
 
A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
 
 
7. Listen to four (4) excerpts from the opera The Magic Flute by W. A. Mozart which will be 
performed two (2) times. Number the following melodies in the correct order of listening 
using the numbers 1 to 4. 
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8. Complete the following famous melody by filling in the missing notes and symbols in the 
empty bars. The melody will be performed two (2) times. 

 
 
Fill in the gaps: 

 
 
 
9. Which of the following formal schemes corresponds to the excerpt you have just heard 
two (2) times? Mark the correct scheme with an X. 
 

 
The melody is performed by different instrument families in sections A and B. Name the 
correct instrument families. 
 
Section A: ……………. 
Section B: ……………. 
 
 
 
10. The following melody is taken from the musical excerpt you have just heard. Answer 
questions A. and B. 
 
A. Fill in the melody of the empty bar. 
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B. Mark the correct answer with an X. 
 

 
 
 11. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Underline four (4) tempo markings from the following list of musical terms. 
 

 
 
Write down the tempo markings of the four (4) excerpts that follow using the tempo 
markings that you underlined in the previous list in the correct order that were used in the 
excerpts. 
 
a. ……………….  b. …………… c. ………….  d. ………….. 
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13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. After listening to the compulsory work Bela Krajina / White Carniola by the Slovenian 

composer Marjan Kozina, answer the following questions:  

 

1. What is the tempo of this work? 

a) Adagio. 

b) Andante 

c) Moderato 

d) Vivace 

 

 

2.   In this work we hear 

a) themes of instrumental compositions by other Slovenian composers. 

b) themes of instrumental compositions by famous world composers. 

c) Slovenian folk songs. 

d) Folk songs from other countries.  
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15. a) The key (tonality) of the first part of the work It Was Night (Bila je noč) is  

       ……………….. 

  

 

b) The key (tonality) of the final part of the work It Was Night (Bila je noč) is  

……………… 
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16. Which is the harmonic (cadence) progression used in the last four bars?  
 

a) I    V    I      V    IV    I         c) I    VI    I    VI     V    I  

b) I    IV    I    IV     V    I         d) I    VI    I     VI    IV   I 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 17. Identify two rhythmic features, as seen in the musical notation of the work Groove 

 

 


