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Key questions for today

1. Why is formative assessment important 
in learning and teaching?

2. What formative assessment tools and 
strategies can I use to monitor learning 
and give developmental feedback in 
daily lessons?

3. What formative assessment strategies 
and tools can I use during and after 
project work?



Why is formative assessment 
important in learning and teaching?



1. …helps learners to notice and reflect on learning.

2. …is done at the end of the year in a formal exam.

3. …happens before, during and after teaching.

4. …helps teachers decide what to do next e.g. move on, or 
repeat something.

Formative assessment (assessment for 
learning)…

Which one is 
false? Type in 

the chat
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Dylan William – Formative assessment

Where the learner
is going

Where the learner 
is now

How to get there

Awareness of 
learning: Clarifying 
and sharing aims

Collecting evidence 
of learning

Providing feedback 
that moves 
students forward





How to do formative assessment in 
daily classes



i) Clarifying and 
sharing learning 
aims

Today’s 
aims



Clarifying and sharing learning aims

Own It! Student’s Book Level 2, p.58

How do you use 
these learning 

outcomes?



Clarifying and sharing learning aims

Own It! Teacher’s Book Level 2, p.88



a) Write your lesson aim on the board at the start of 
the lesson

b) Explain the aim in a way your students can 
understand

c) Return to the aim at the end of the lesson

Clarifying and sharing learning aims

Which of these things do 
you do?



Clarifying and 
sharing learning 
aims

• “Show what 
excellence looks like”

• An example of the 
conversation that you 
want students to have 
with each other

Own It! Student’s Book Level 2, p.40



Clarifying and 
sharing learning 
aims

• “Show what 
excellence looks like”

• An example of the 
text that you expect 
students to write

Own It! Student’s Book Level 3, p.29



ii) Collecting 
evidence of 
learning



Use questions to find out how much 
students understand:

• Nominate

• Ask students to justify correct answers

Create classroom situations that allow 
you to see how much students 
understand (tasks)

Collecting evidence of learning

Own It! Student’s Book Level 3, p.37



Collecting evidence of learning

Mini whiteboards (poll)
• Every student writes draws 

their answer. They hold up their 
whiteboard to show you.

• Very good for ‘instant’ 
assessment and feedback for 
you (Do they understand?)

• Works well in mixed ability class

What could you use 
instead of mini 
whiteboards?



Traffic lights
Each colour represents a certain 
understanding and action

Red
• I need help to get started

Yellow
• I think I know what I’m doing

Green
• I know what I’m doing.

Collecting evidence of learning

What could the 
colours mean?



Collecting evidence of learning

Talk partners

At the beginning of a lesson 
students review the previous 
lesson with a partner

• Something new they learnt

• What they found easy

• What they found difficult

• Something they would like to 
learn next



Collecting evidence of learning

321 Challenge!
“Think of 3 adjectives for describing food or drink”

“Think of 2 uncountable food nouns”

“Think of 1 thing you remember about the article 
you read”

Own It! Student’s Book Level 1, Contents



At the end of the unit

After you cover each 
point

Quick quiz at the end / 
beginning of lesson

Collecting evidence of learning

Own It! Student’s Book Level 1, p.104

How do you use this?
When do you use it?

Own It! Teacher’s Book Level 1, p.110



Collecting evidence of learning

Exit slips

• At the end of a lesson 
students write one or two of 
the ideas below on a note and 
hand it in

• What have I learnt?

• What have I found easy?

• What have I found difficult?

• What do I want to know now?

Have you used these 
before?



Collecting evidence of learning



Collecting evidence of learning

Checking homework
Can you do this in 5 minutes at 
the beginning of the lesson?

Share the ‘right’ answers for 
learners to self / peer correct 
(on the board / handouts)

Answer questions / clear up 
misunderstandings

Go back / Move on

When do you do it?
How do you do it?



iii) Giving 
feedback to move 
students forward



1. Language use (e.g. is it 
used/spelt/spoken 
correctly/appropriate to the 
task?)

2. Task completion

3. Language skills (reading, 
listening, writing, speaking)

4. Life skills e.g. collaboration, 
critical thinking, creativity 

5. Progress and achievement

6. How to improve

7. Where to find more 
information

Giving feedback to move students forward

What do you give 
students feedback on?



Giving feedback to move students forward

What’s the 
problem with this 
kind of feedback?

How might a 
student react?

Teacher:

“Needs improvement”

“A+!”

“Much better!”

“Disappointing”

“See me”

Own It! Student’s Book Level 1, p.9



Avoid saying only:

“Needs improvement”

“A+!”

“Much better!”

“Disappointing”

“See me”

Giving feedback to move students forward

Students will think:

“What does?”

“I’m perfect!”

“Than what?”

“Why?”

“Oh dear!”

Feedback should be: specific, easy to understand, relevant, and 
actionable i.e. something they can change



How to improve – easy to understand, relevant, specific, actionable

“After you finish writing, read your work and check for mistakes with full 
stops/capital letters.”

“Slow down a little and raise your voice so we can hear you more clearly.”

Where to find more information

“Look at the language reference on p.16 in your Workbook and read the 
examples. Ask me if you have any questions.”

Giving feedback to move students forward



Own It! Student’s Book Level 1, p.105&101

Giving feedback to move students forward
How do these 
activities help 

students to give peer 
feedback?



Supporting your mixed ability class
Whole class feedback:

Highlight strengths and common areas for development on the board

Class language focus on a common area of need – or assign further 
practice as homework

Individual feedback:

Give students a chance to do the task again to improve / a similar task 
but different topic i.e. the opportunity to act on your feedback

Giving feedback to move students forward



Giving feedback to move students forward

A student makes a language 
error in response to a question 

you ask. What do you do?



1. Correct the error

2. Prompt the student to self-
correct

3. Ask someone else to correct

4. Ignore the error

5. Explain why it’s wrong

6. Ask someone else why it’s 
wrong

7. Think about why they made 
that error

Giving feedback to move students forward

A student makes a language 
error in response to a question 

you ask. What do you do?



Project work and                      
formative assessment



Projects

i) Clarifying and 
sharing learning 
aims

Today’s 
aims



Projects: assessment criteria and expectations

What’s this?
Where is it?

How do you use it?



Project-specific 
rubrics in Project 
Book

Reminder of what to 
look for as you 
monitor individual 
and group work

Highlight success 
criteria – students 
know what to aim for

A way to prompt 
learners to improve

Projects: assessment criteria and expectations

Own It! Project Book Level 1, p.25



Projects: assessment criteria and expectations

Own It! Project Book Level 1, p.25



Projects

ii) Collecting 
evidence of 
learning

iii) Giving 
feedback to move 
students forward



Ask students to complete at 
different stages of the project

Collect and comment on 
ideas – ask questions, 
opportunity for feedback

Projects: collecting evidence and giving 
feedback

Own It! Project Book Level 1, 2&3, p.68

How do you use this?



Ask students to complete at 
different stages of the project

Can be done individually, or in 
pairs/groups

Compare with the teacher 
assessment and feedback

Collect and comment on their 
ideas – ask questions

Projects: collecting evidence and giving 
feedback

Own It! Project Book Level 1, 2&3, p.69

How do you use this?



Projects: collecting evidence and giving 
feedback

Own It! Project Book Level 1, 2&3, p.10&17

Do you use 
any of these 

tools / 
strategies?



Projects: collecting evidence and giving 
feedback

Is this individual or group feedback?
Is it during or at the end of a project? 

Is it similar or different to the feedback 
you give?

How would your students react to this 
feedback?



Projects: collecting evidence and giving 
feedback

Examples of individual (end of project)

and group (during project) feedback

- Short, specific

- Related to assessment criteria

- Looking forward – how to improve



Summary



Key questions for today

1. Why is formative assessment important 
in learning and teaching?

2. What formative assessment tools and 
strategies can I use to monitor learning 
and give developmental feedback in 
daily lessons?

3. What formative assessment strategies 
and tools can I use during and after 
project work?



Formative assessment 

- helps teachers to reflect on and evaluate student 
learning and our own teaching

- helps learners to see their strengths and to improve

You can conduct formative assessment in every lesson

Clarify and share lesson aims

Show what excellence looks like 

Collect evidence of learning

Summary



Feedback should be: 

specific, 

easy to understand, 

relevant, 

actionable i.e. something your students can change

Summary

Use assessment criteria in Project Book

Take notes about individual/group work to help you to give 
useful feedback about projects

Create a simple system that works for you



Reflection

Something you’ve 
learnt today

Something that 
interested you

Something you’re 
going to try



Any questions?


