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1. On a scale of 1-10, how confident are you about
developing your own Multiple-Choice and True/False/NG
questions for reading and listening comprehensions?

2. What do you find most difficult? Why?
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What are the pros and cons of
multiple choice questions?

Advantages

- Can be used to measure a variety of
learning levels (versatility)

- Can be used to assess basic recall,
application, analysis and evaluation

- Reliable

- Easy to grade

Disadvantages - K ,‘ i 4, 150
- Evaluate recognition rather than recall . | J&77% 0 S e ST el TAESD
- allow for guessing e w B D Al e R
- Fairly difficult to construct effectively % .= =" 0 Lef e 0
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“Multiple-choice comprehension

items are notoriously difficult to
write.”

NATIONAL
GEOGRAPHIC

LEARNING

Caroline Krantz, How to Write Reading & Listening
Activities

Cowboys have lived and worked in the west and south-
west of the United States for over three centuries and they
are a famous symbol of the USA. When you watch those
old Hollywood cowboy films from the fifties and sixties, you
don't see a job; you see a life of freedom and adventure.
It's a romantic image which we love to believe in. However,
the real job of an American cowboy has always been hard
and sometimes dangerous; it's physical with long hours and
low pay.

No one knows exactly how many people still do the job

of a cowboy in the twenty-first century, but the number

is probably between ten and fifty thousand. Life hasn't
changed much for cowboys since the early days. The cattle
walk across huge plains to eat the grass and the cowboy
rides on his horse to bring them home. Like the cowboys
of the past, a twenty-first century cowboy still gets up early
on freezing cold mornings and makes breakfast over a fire.
He can't take days or weekends off and there is no paid
holiday. And when you are in the middle of howhere, your
mobile phone doesn‘t work, so you can't make a call to
family or friends when you feel lonely.

So why does a man — because it is usually a man — become
a cowboy? For some, it isn't a choice, because they are
born into the life; men like Blaine and Tyrel. They are
brothers and have worked with cows since they were
children. Their mother had a ranch and they rode a horse
before they could walk. Both Blaine and Tyrel have large
moustaches and wear traditional cowboy clothes with

the famous hat and boots. They prefer the traditional
cowboy culture: ‘It's a real life about you, your horse and
the open country.” Last winter, they looked after 2,300
cows. Every day from December until April, they rode
across nearly 100,000 acres of land with only the cattle
and the horses for company.

Unlike Blaine and Tyrel, some people choose the job
later in life. Pat Crisswell had an office job with the US
government. He made good money, but he didn't like
city life and spending all day inside. He wanted to do
something different. So one day, he gave up his job and
moved to a ranch in Texas, earning much less money

as a cowboy. He remembers his work colleagues in the
city on the day he left. They all thought Pat was crazy,
but he wanted job satisfaction. And for a cowboy,

job satisfaction doesn’t come from the money or a
comfortable office; it comes from being free to wake up
under the sky and being your own boss.

acre (n) /'etka(r)/ measurement of land

good money /gud'mani/ expression meaning ‘a lot of
money’ or ‘well-paid’

middle of nowhere /'mid(2)l av 'navwea(r)/ informal
expression meaning a place far away from a town, city
or other people

plain (n) /plemn/ grassy areas of open land

ranch (n) /ra:nt [/ large farm for cattle, horses or sheep




Features of a multiple-choice question

Distractor Key Rubric Stem

Read the following weather forecast and choose the correct option. Rubric

And now for the weather. We're going to see a rather cloudy start to the day today, with
outbreaks of rain. These should clear by lunchtime bringing us a very dry, bright and
sunny afternoon with temperatures reaching 28 degrees. Tomorrow, again, a cloudy
morning, but without the showers, brightening up into another sunny afternoon,
though a little cooler than today as there will be an easterly breeze.

Tomorrow the weather will be: Stem

A)  Windier than this afternoon Key

B) Wetter than this afternoon Options pijstractor
C) Warmer than this afternoon Distractor
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Guidelines for writing multiple-choice questions

guestions?

Turn What advice/rules do you
(l.nd. currently use when
TALK constructing multiple-choice
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Guidelines for writing multiple-choice questions

How to Write Reading & Listening Activities, Krantz, 2016

1. The stem and options should be as short as they can be. The stem should contain most
of the information and be meaningful by itself.

. The language in the stem and options should be clear and easy to process.

. Make sure you paraphrase and don’t use the same words as in the text.

. Try to avoid negative constructions in the stem as it can be confusing for students.

. The options should be roughly equal length.

. Avoid any overlap between the options.

. Check that the key isn’t too obviously right or the distractors too obviously wrong.

. Make sure that world knowledge isn’t coming into play and easily guessable.

. If using an unfinished sentence, the options should follow on grammatically from the
stem.

10. Make sure that the key is ‘true to text’ according to the text.

11. Items should be spread throughout the text and in the order in which they appear.
12. Make sure the answer isn’t always ‘C’.

O 00O NOUTL B WN



Guidelines for writing multiple-choice questions

Which is the better question? Why?

Read the article and choose the correct option (a-d) to complete the sentence according
to the article.

5. Check that the
key isn’t too
obviously right or
the distractors too
obviously wrong.
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Guidelines for writing multiple-choice questions

Which is the better question? Why?

Read the article and choose the correct option (a-d) to complete the sentence according
to the article.

7. If using an
unfinished
sentence, the
options should
follow on
grammatically
from the stem.
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Guidelines for writing multiple-choice questions

Which is the better question? Why?
Read the article and choose the correct option (a-d) according to the article.

6. Avoid any
overlap between
the options.
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Guidelines for writing multiple-choice questions

Which is the better question? Why?
Read the article and choose the correct option (a-d) according to the article.

5. Overly long
option.
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Look at this multiple-choice question. What’s wrong with it? How
would you improve it?
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Look at this multiple-choice question. What’s wrong with it? How
would you improve it?
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Look at this multiple-choice question. What’s wrong with it? How
would you improve it?
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Your Turn!

Read the text and write
three multiple choice
guestions to accompany it.

Also write one gist multiple
choice question based on
the text as a whole.
Remember the guidelines!
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emselves as romantic,

A man dancing in a nightclub
. wears long pointy boots.




What are the pros and cons of
True/False/NG questions?

Advantages
- Easy to write
- Easy to grade

Disadvantages

- Only test factual information

- allow for a high probability of
guessing if only T/F/(50%)

- Limit assessment to lower order
thinking skills (knowledge and
comprehension
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Guidelines for writing True/False/NG questions

Read the following statements and decide if they are True or False.

1. Avoid shades of grey. Be certain that the statement is entirely true or entirely false. T
2. Try to use the same language as in the text. F

3. It’s a good idea to include more than one idea in the true/false statement. F

4. Make sure that world knowledge isn’t coming into play and easily guessable. T

5. Avoid negatives - the false condition creates a confusing double negative. T

6. Use words demoting indefinite degree. Words like more, less and comparatives help test
students understanding. F

7. Use absolutes such as 'none’, 'never’, 'always’, 'all’, 'impossible’; and qualifiers such as
'usually’, 'generally’, 'sometimes’, 'often” where possible. F

8. Beware of detectable patterns (i.e. TFTFTFTFTF) and make sure there is roughly an equal
number of each. T

9. If including Not Given answers, aim for 1 out of 4 or 5 being NG.T

10 . For Not Given answers make sure it really is not given, but don’t make it too obvious.T



good/bad T/F/NG questions? Why?
1. CCTV camera are everywhere. @

2. Super-recognizers need to look at a face for a long time in
order to identify it. O

3. The police use super-recognizers to stop violent situations
developing and to help arrest people. e

’ Areal Ille |
" crlme-tlghling:
superpower!

4. If you are good at recognizing faces, you will probably have a You are heing waiched.
good general memory.g

5. To become a super recognizer, you need years of training.g

6. CCTV images are always poor and people find them hard to
identify.

7. There are 152 super-recognizers employed by the London

police. e

8. There are more CCTV cameras in London than New York. g

CCTV closed-circuit television — a camera system used
Jfor watching activity in some places

Unit5 Work 6




Your Turn!

Read the text and write
three T/F/NG questions to
accompany it. Remember
the guidelines!
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NOTHING FOR A YEAR

How hard is it to live without spending money? Read these stories of two Canadian roommates
and a British family who decided not to buy anything for a whole year.

THE ROOMMATES Geoffrey invited a friend to

his apartment. His new flatmate had to throw
away a lot of things to squeeze into a smaller
bedroom, and he, too, made room by getting rid of

share |

some of his possessions. They realized how much
they owned and how little they actually needed.

They decided to do an experiment: could they live
for a year without buying anything unnecessary?
As well ¢ aving to create space, Geoffrey

was worried about money, and they both felt
uncomfortable with their

Would the

course, some things you just can’t do without,
such as food. But instead of occasionally going to a
restaurant and having food prepared for them, now
they always cooked at home. They stopped getting
their hair cut professionally. And rather than taking
public transport to work, they walked or cycled.
They learned how to grow vegetables so they
could eat fresh food for free.

It wasn’t alway sy. Geoffrey says that after a
long day at wc ng dinner was sometim
the last thing he wanted to do. But by sharing the
experience with his roommate and their supporters
online, and reminding themselves of the benefits
of cooking, such as being creative and eating
healthily, they learned to enjoy it.

consumerist buying and baving lots of things,
often things that are not necessary 65

THE FAMILY By the time her son William was

three, Jen noticed how many plastic toys he had
and how often he wanted new things. At the shops,
he looked eagerly for colourful toys, ecting

to take them home. She realized that she and her
husband needed to teach their children that there
are alternatives to new. So, they stopped buying
anything apart from food and essential household
items like toothpaste. If they needed something, they
could find it second hand or make it themselves.

Jen started repairing holes in trousers, knitting

- hats and even making soap. Her husband
Ben busily ys and other objects. Jen also
learned how to cr website, where she met
people who were similarly anti-consumerist. They
inspired her to keep going.

They tried not spending temporarily for a month
before deciding to do it for a whole year. By doing
this, they discovered that it would be easier than
they expected. Ben already made his own bread
and jam, so reducing what they needed from shops
wasn’t completely unfamiliar. They also agreed on
a few exceptions to make things easier, like h:

the washing machine repaired if it ever broke

down (it didn't). The hardest part was finding
birthday presents for the children’s friends. Jen
found making bags and clothes for girls easy, but
had to work hard to think of ideas for the boy

hey managed to save )00, and Jen says
they are no longer ‘drowning in plastic’. More

importantly, they have changed their habits.

She believes that ‘Each time we make a more
thoughtful choice, about what we buy, or don’t
buy, we are changing the world.’



Reading Assessment
& the CEFR

What are the six defined CEFR {585
reading descriptors categories? s

Overall reading comprehension
Reading correspondence
Reading for orientation
Reading for information and argument
Reading instructions
Reading as a leisure activity
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Reading Assessment
& the CEFR

Generally speaking, which CEFR  gateis s o5 gaial o .
descriptors are appropriate for the % S .. oSNy

2 . Ol TR
type of reading assessment "oy St R R
questions we’ve been looking at? i BN T (LSS
Py . ¥ . "‘..' 5 ....,, 3 ]
r' ‘?‘{i: M "‘.’ .. 3 3 " w'h... LA A M . ] . 0
. . ' .‘ % ,.? : v . i e B U o . . s B 2
Overall reading comprehension SEe s : S et T (N
e ” A, 1 .t 8 s » o
3 e @ 0’_' * "*!o *

Reading for orientation reieaa ) SETRRET | U T LRt
Reading for information and argument s "5, oS98 me - ST TRt
(Reading as a leisure activity) R T ‘ '
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1

3 Read the article again. Choose the correct
option (a—).

Why was the invention of the printing

press important?

a Because books became easy to
produce.

b Because people had greater access to
information.

c Because it was a powerful tool.

What is Wesch’s main area of interest? ital

a Social networking

b Digital technology

¢ Internet videos

“Technology is connecting us in ways never seen
before in human history. How will that change
our societies, our relationships, ourselves?’

hat’s the question that interests Michael Wesch.
The last time communications technology had
such a wide-ranging impact was 500 years

ago with the invention of the printing press.

What does Wesch say about internet

relationships?

a They are the same as family
relationships.

b They are not like real relationships.

¢ He doesn’t understand them.

Being able to print texts instead of writing them by hand
transformed the world. It changed the way people could
communicate with each other. Suddenly, multiple copies
of books could be made quickly and easily. As more
books became available, so ideas spread much more
rapidly. But what will be the impact of digital
technology, which is the most powerful connecting tool
we have ever seen?

Di ]
gonnectzons

Wesch himself experienced the impact of digital media
when he created and posted his own short video on
YouTube. It attracted immediate attention and has been
viewed millions of times. In his video he tells us that
webpages get 100 billion hits a day and that a new blog is
started every half second. He asks us to think about the
power of this technology and how we use it. What could
we do with it? What is its potential?

Wesch isn't interested in what new media was originally
designed for but in how it can be used in other ways.

For example, he describes how people organise social
protests such as gathering signatures for online

petitions via Facebook. He says that he tries to make
sure his students end up in control of the technology,
not vice versa.

Outside of university, in the real world, Wesch believes
= s Sty Gty Sy

Reading for orientation

Can scan quickly through long and complex texts, locating relevant details.

W

2

t

Overall reading
comprehension

Can read with a large degree of independence, adapting style and speed

some difficulty with low frequency idiom:s.

of reading to different texts and purposes, and using appropriate reference 3 !
sources selectively. Has a broad active reading vocabulary, but may experience

ips
letty
k
ple.

people,
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TespONSIDIITy WNICH yOU can turn olf at any MOMent. S0
does it make sense to talk about a YouTube ‘community’?

(= LLJI[IIELLLIIE LY LIl Al IO

usually to ask for action by an authority

potential (n) /pa'tenf(2)l/ what something could become in the future

people has no real value.

JUT NEWS STORIES
A REPORT

TALK A

PERSONAL COMMUNICATION > BTSN

TELEPHONE MESSAGES

135



7 According to the text, are these statements
true (T) or false (F)? Or is there not enough
information (IN) to say if the statements are

true or false?

1 Mass tourism has grown steadily and
has now reached its peak.

2 Cruises have had a negative effect on
penguins and other animals.

3 Non-industrial countries accept the
negative effects of tourism.

4 Economic problems mean that

construction on the Mediterranean coast

has stopped.

There are less damaging ways of seeing

the world than air travel.

U1

and argument
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though not necessarily in detail.

1 COST

' ,l Mass tourism
is a relatively recent ph The tourism
industry took off in the middle of the last century
and it’s been growing ever since. In the last ten
years especially, more and more people have been
travelling to remote places around the world. Its a
wonderful thing to be able to travel to places we had
previously only read about or seen on television, but
what is the downside of it all? What kind of impact
does tourism have on the planet?

A VOYAGE TO THE END OF THE EARTH?

A large cruise ship can carry as many as 6,000 passengers and there are
upwards of 50 such ships currently sailing the seas. Cruise ships dump
about 90,000 tons of waste into the oceans every year. Any harmful
effects of this are made even worse by the fact that cruises tend to visit
the same places over and over again, thus concentrating the waste in
specific places. In Patagonia, this is now having a visible effect on wildlife.
The population of animals such as these Magellanic penguins has been in
decline for some years now and things show little sign of changing while
cruise holidays continue to be so popular.

3 e o =
: A et e

~

LITTER ON TOP OF THE WORLD

From remote ocean habitats to the world’s highest mountain, our litter is
everywhere. Despite the fact that far fewer people go climbing or trekking
in the Himalaya than take a cruise, their impact is still felt. Tourism is
vital to the economy of Nepal, as it is in many non-industrial countries.
But for decades, climbers have been abandoning their unwanted
equipment on Everest. For the last few years, clean-up teams have been
organising expeditions just to pick up the rubbish. The teams are made
up of local and international climbers. One group has brought over eight
tons of waste down from the mountain! But their actions don't stop there.
The Japanese teams, for example, have also been educating other climbers
back home in Japan about being more responsible on the mountain.

WHEN MORE IS NOT BETTER

It’s tourism of a different kind which is causing problems in Europe.
Construction on the Mediterranean coast has been spiralling out of
control for years. Beach resorts form an almost unbroken line from
Gibraltar to Greece and natural habitats have disappeared under
kilometres of concrete. And so we pollute the sea, the land — and the

air. Low-cost air travel is booming, in spite of (or perhaps helped by)
economic problems in so many countries. Many Europeans consider that
low-cost flights are ideal, allowing them to take several short holidays
over the course of a year. Yet curiously, short flights actually have a

damaging (adj) /'demidzmy/ destructive
dedline (n) /di'klain/ a fall, a reduction
downside (n) /'daunsaid/ the negative aspect
upwards of (adv) /'Apwadz sv/ more than

| WRITE |
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4 What are the effects of caffeine? Complete

the table.

Beneficial effects

makes you less tired

relieves

makesyou _ .

reduces asthma
Increases oo

Harmful effects

is mood-altering
is .
raises _

increasesthe .

_of heart disease

caffeine

Over the centuries, people have

created many rituals to accompany the
consumption of their favourite drinks,
tea and coffee. Just think of the Japanese
tea ceremony, British afternoon tea or
the morning coffee ritual in countless
societies. Why are these drinks so
popular? The answer is their secret
ingredient — caffeine. In the modern
world, the new caffeine ‘delivery systems’
are canned ‘energy’ drinks. And the
more modern our world gets, the more
we seem to need caffeine. People have
known for years that caffeinated drinks
make you less tired and more alert. This
dual power of caffeine to counteract
physical fatigue and increase alertness
is part of the reason why it is the world's
most popular mood-altering drug. It

is the only habit-forming psychoactive
drug we routinely serve to our children
(in all those soft drinks and chocolate
bars). In fact, most babies in the
developed world are born with traces of
caffeine in their bodies.

Most people don't think twice about
their caffeine intake. However, it raises
blood pressure and thus increases the
risk of heart disease. So the widespread
use of caffeine is now a cause for concern
among scientists and public health
authorities. One result of this concern is
that you are not allowed to sell energy
drinks in France or Denmark. And in
other European countries, manufacturers
have to label cans with warnings. The

United States has no such rule, but many
canned energy drinks sold in the USA
carry warnings anyway. On the other
hand, much of the research suggests that
caffeine may have benefits for human
health. Studies have shown it helps
relieve pain, reduces asthma symptoms
and increases reaction speed. Despite
this, a study in Ireland recommended
that children and pregnant women,
among other groups, shouldn't drink
energy drinks.

But we need coffee — or Diet Coke or
Red Bull - to get us out of bed and back
to work. ‘For most of human existence,
the pattern of sleeping and waking has
followed sunrise and sunset; explains
Charles Czeisler, a neuroscientist at
Harvard Medical School. “Then, the
way we work changed from a schedule
built around the sun to an indoor job
timed by a clock, and consequently
humans had to adapt. Electric light,
and caffeinated food and drink allowed
people to follow a work schedule set by
the clock, not by daylight or the natural
sleep cycle. Therefore, without

caffeine, the 24-hour

society of the

developed

counteract (v) / kaon.to'rekt/ to reduce the effect of

something by acting against it

fatigue (n ) /fa'tizg/ the feeling of being extremely tired
traces (n) /'treisis/ very small amounts of something

Unit 6 Wellbeing

‘Caffeine helps people try to override the
human rhythm that is in all of us; says
Czeisler. ‘Nevertheless; he says solemnly,
‘there is a heavy, heavy price to pay

for all this extra wakefulness. Without
adequate sleep — the conventional eight
hours out of each 24 is about right — the
human body will not function at its best,
physically, mentally, or emotionally,

the doctor says.

According to Czeisler, the modern
craving for caffeine is a ‘Catch 22
situation “The main reason that
people want caffeine is to stay
awake, he says. ‘But the main reason
that people can't stay awake is they
don't get enough regular sleep —
because they use caffeine’

Reading for information | Can recognise the line of argument in the treatment of the issue presented,

and argument though not necessarily in detail.
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Which Descriptor and Level?

In pairs look at the following descriptors and decide which reading descriptor area
it comes from and what CEFR level (A2, B1, B2) it refers to.




Which Descriptor and Level?

In pairs look at the following descriptors and decide which reading descriptor area
it comes from and what CEFR level (A2, B1, B2) it refers to.




OVERALL READING COMPREHENSION

B2

B1

A2
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Can read with a large degree of independence, adapting style and speed of reading to pur| and
using appropriate reference sources selectively. Has a broad active reading vocabulary, but may experience some difficulty
vith low-frequency idioms.

Can read with a satisfactory level of
comprehension.

Can understand 7 ype which consist of high frequency everyday or job-
related language.

Can understand : , Including a proportion of shared
International vocabulary items.




READING FOR ORIENTATION

Can scan quickly through several sources (articles, reports, websites, books etc.) in parallel, in both his/her own field and
In related fields, and can identify the relevance and usefulness of particular sections for the task at hand.

Can quickly identify the content and relevance of news items, articles and reports on a wide range of professional topics,
deciding whether closer study is worthwhile.

) and gather information from different parts of a text, or from
different texts in order to fulfil a specific task.

Can scan through straightforward, factual texts in magazines, brochures or in the web, identify what they are about and
decide whether they contain information that might be of practical use.

Can pick out important information about preparation and usage on the labels on foodstuffs and medicine.
Can assess whether an article, report or review is on the required topic.

Can understand the important information in simple, clearly drafted adverts in newspapers or magazines, provided that
there are not too many abbreviations.

Can find specific information in practical, concrete, predictable texts (e.g. travel guidebooks, recipes), provided they are
written in simple language.

Can understand the main information in short and simple descriptions of goods in brochures and websites (e.g. portable
digital devices, cameras, etc.).

Can locate specific information in lists and isolate the information required (e.g. use the ‘Yellow Pages' to find a service or
tradesman).

NATIONAL Can understand everyday signs and notices etc. in public places, such as streets, restaurants, railway stations, in
GEOGRAPHIC workplaces, such as directions, instructions, hazard warnings.

LEARNING




READING FOR INFORMATION AND ARGUMENT

B2

B1

. l’A D

LEARNING

Can obtain information, ideas and opinions from highly specialised sources within his/her field.

| . provided he/she can use a dictionary occasionally to confirm
his/her interpretation of terminology.

in which the writers adopt particular stances or
viewpoints.
Can recognise when a text provides factual information and when it seeks to convince readers of something.
Can recognise different structures in discursive text: contrasting arguments, problem-solution presentation and cause-effect
relationships.
Can understand straightforward, factual texts on subjects relating to his/her interests or studies.

Can understand short texts on subjects that are familiar or of current interest, in which people give their points of view (e.qg.
critical contributions to an online discussion forum or readers’ letters to the editor).

Can identify the main conclusions in clearly signalled argumentative texts.

Can understand most factual information that he/she is likely to come across on familiar subjects of interest, provided
he/she has sufficient time for re-reading.

Can understand the main points in descriptive notes such as those on museum exhibits and explanatory boards in
exhibitions.




READING FOR INFORMATION AND ARGUMENT

Can follow the general outline of a news report on a familiar type of event, provided that the contents are familiar and
predictable.

Can pick out the main information in short newspaper reports or simple articles in which figures, names, illustrations and
titles play a prominent role and support the meaning of the text.

Can understand the main points of short texts dealing with everyday topics (e.g. lifestyle, hobbies, sports, weather).
A2 Can understand texts describing people, places, everyday life, and culture, etc., provided that they are written in simple
language.
Can understand information given in illustrated brochures and maps, e.g. the principal attractions of a city or area.
Can understand the main points in short news items on subjects of personal interest (e.g. sport, celebrities).

Can understand a short factual description or report within his/her own field, provided that it is written in simple language
and does not contain unpredictable detail.

Can understand most of what people say about themselves in a personal ad or post and what they say they like in other
people.
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READING AS A LEISURE ACTIVITY

A2
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Can understand enough to read short, simple stories and comic strips involving familiar, concrete situations written in high
frequency everyday language.

Can understand the main points made in short magazine reports or guide entries that deal with concrete everyday topics
(e.g. hobbies, sports, leisure activities, animals).
Can understand short narratives and descriptions of someone’s life that are written in simple words.

Can understand what is happening in a photo story (e.g. in a lifestyle magazine) and form an impression of what the
characters are like.

Can understand much of the information provided in a short description of a person (e.g. a celebrity).

Can understand the main point of a short article reporting an event that follows a predictable pattern (e.g. the Oscars),
provided it is clearly written in simple language.

Can understand a travel diary mainly describing the events of a journey and the experiences and discoveries the person
made.

Can follow the plot of stories, simple novels and comics with a clear linear storyline and high frequency everyday language,
given regular use of a dictionary.




REVIEW QUIZ

1. Which of these is NOT a CEFR reading comprehension category?
A) Reading for leisure

B) Reading for understanding

C) Reading for orientation

2. When writing multiple-choice questions you should:
A) use negatives in the question stem

B) have more information in the options rather than the stem
C) paraphrase the original text in the stem

3. According to today’s session, you should use distractors that are obvious. T/F/NG

4. According to today’s session, writing multiple-choice questions is harder than writing short
answer questions. T/F/NG.

5. According to today’s session T/F/NG questions should be guessable from general knowledge.
T/F/NG

6. Writing assessment questions for reading is quick and easy. T/F/NG
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Time to Reflect...

How much more confident do you feel about writing test items
for reading comprehension? Tell the person next to you 3 things

you’ll take away from today’s session.
A Sl e Y P
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Back .

to the
future?

Curiosity allows us to embrace
unfamiliar circumstances, brings*
excitement into our livesand - /«"
opens up new possibill
curious are we in the 21

Perhaps you've h
‘curiosity killed the cat'. It's a phrase that's often used to
warn people pecially children — not to ask too many
questions. Yet it's widely agreed that curiosity actually
makes learning more enjoyable and effective. Indeed,
research has shown that curiosity is just as important as
intelligence in determining how well students do at school.

Curiosity also allow: unfamiliar
circumstances, brings excitement into our lives and opens
up new possibilities. Being curious requires us to be both
humble enough to know we don’t have all the answe

and confident enough to admit it. Asking the questi

that help us bridge the gap between what we already
know and what we'd like to know can lead us to make
unexpected discoveri

In science, basic curiosity-driven research — carried

out without pressure to produce immediate practical
results — can have unexpected and incredibly important
benefits. For example, one day in 1831, Michael Faraday
was playing around with a coil and a magnet when

he suddenly saw how he could generate an electrical
current. At first, it wasn't clear what use this would be, but
it actually made electricity available for use in technolo
and so chan he world.

Unsurprisingly, there are chemical and evolutionary theories
to explain why humans are such curious creatures. When

, our brains release a chemical called
dopamine, which makes the process of learning more
pleasurable and improves memory. It is still not known why
learning gives us such pleasure, but one theory is that we

/ ’
Curious explorers
© make their way
through Rising Star
1 Cay'e in South Africa.

may have developed a basic need to fight uncertainty — the
more we understand about the world around us, the more
likely we are to survive its many dangers!

However, curiosity is currently under threat like never
before — and perhaps the biggest threat comes from
technology! On one level, this is because technology has
become so sophisticated that many of us are unable to
think too deeply about how exactly things work anymore.
While it may be possible for a curious teenager to ta
toaster apart and get some sense of how it works, how
far do you understand what happens when you type a
Where does your grasp of
end and the magic begin for you?

In addition to this, there’s the fact that we all now connect
so deeply with technology, particularly our phones. The

The final — and perhaps most worrying — way in which
technology stops us asking more do with algorithms,
the processes followed by computers. As we increasingly
get our news ocial media, algorithms find out what
we like and push more of the same back to us, meani

we end up inside our own little bubbles, and no longer
meet ideas that challenge our pre-e) g beliefs.
Perhaps the real key to developing curiosity in the 21st
century, then, is to rely less on the tech tools of our age.
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