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Teen 
learners
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Teen learners…

“…are trying to 
construct an 
identity”
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Teen learners…

“…already know 
how to use digital 
technology to 
learn”
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Teen learners…

“are easier to teach 
if you just focus on 
exercises – don’t 
ask them for an 
opinion”
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Needs of teen learners
• A safe space in which to 

work out an adult identity
• Support in developing digital 

literacy and using IT to learn
• Engagement with 

contemporary topics and 
the chance to think and talk 
about them critically
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Blended
learning
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What is blended 
learning?
“Blended learning refers to a 
language course which 
combines a face-to-face (F2F) 
classroom component with an 
appropriate use of 
technology” 

(Sharma & Barrett, 2007)
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Class time

• Online 
practice

Class time

• Online 
practice

Class time

• Online 
practice

• Online 
preparation
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Online 
preparation

Class practice

Online 
preparation

Class practice

Online 
preparation

Class practice
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Flexibility

Students can learn at 
their own pace

Class time used more 
effectively

Teacher time used more 
effectively!

Caters to different 
learning preferences

Develops autonomy and 
digital literacy

Blended 
learning 
benefits
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So what does this mean for teachers?
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The #1 rule of blended learning

Make sure that there is 
a connection between 
what students do in 
class and what they do 
online.
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The Cambridge
LMS
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Eyes Open

The CLMS includes:

• Online practice activities

• Online gradebook

• Student portfolio and class 
communication tools

• Extra teaching resources

• Teacher training and support on 
demand
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What is the CLMS?

• An online platform for 
teachers and learners

• Two sites: primary and adult

• Users need an internet 
connection to log on

• Free for users of Cambridge 
University Press courses
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Registration

• Secondary and adult:

www.cambridgelms.org/main

• Primary:

www.cambridgelms.org/primary

http://www.cambridgelms.org/main
http://www.cambridgelms.org/primary
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Class home • Students see which activities 
they need to do next

• Teachers can control which 
activities students can do

• New posts on the forums or 
blogs are listed

• The calendar helps students 
to see upcoming deadlines

• Announcements help 
teachers to communicate 
with the class
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Content • Practises all skills except 
speaking

• Students get two 
attempts

• Spelling and punctuation 
matter

• No time limit – students 
work at their own pace

• Students can skip 
exercises to come back to
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Class tools

Forum

Portfolio



© Cambridge University Press

Class tools

Forum

Blog

Portfolio
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• Shows individual 
scores and class 
overall

• Can you see the 
results for each 
exercise or just whole 
units?

• Can you give 
feedback?

Gradebook
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Adapting your 
teaching
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• Ask students what they 
have learned

• Use CLMS contributions 
in class

• Praise students who have 
worked hard online

• Talk to students who are 
not working well online

Connecting 
the classroom 
and the CLMS
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Teaching challenges

Creating a link 
between 

classwork and 
homework

Building a 
community

Managing 
learning
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Teaching challenges

Creating a link

• Begin tasks in 
class

• Use online posts 
in lessons

• Give feedback in 
lessons

Building an online 
community

• Getting to know 
you activities

• Induction to the 
CLMS

• ‘Fun forum’

Managing the 
class

• Give instructions 
in class

• Set rules

• Provide 
examples
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Summary

• Blended learning 
needs teachers to work 
across the classroom 
and digital spaces

• But the principles are 
the same: Good 
teaching is good 
teaching!
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Thank you!

Email

mellman@cambridge.org
Twitter

@matthewellman


