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WHY ORGANISE A POETRY WORKSHOP?
A Poetry Workshop could:

• Be an alternative way of 
approaching the language.

• Improve language skills 
(reading comprehension, 
writing skills, vocabulary, 
etc.)

• Engage students,                          
trigger emotions, make 
learning more meaningful.



WHY ORGANISE A POETRY WORKSHOP?
A Poetry Workshop could:
• Develop students’ power of imagination 

• Enhance creativity 

• Boost creative writing, encourage creative thinking
(language, structure and imagery)

 Encourage critical thinking (interpreting themes, meanings)

• Promote emotional intelligence

• Promote cultural awareness (fostering empathy and understanding)

the ability to understand, use, and manage your 
own emotions in positive ways to relieve stress, 

communicate effectively, empathise with others, 
overcome challenges and defuse conflict



WHY ORGANISE A POETRY WORKSHOP?
A Poetry Workshop could:

• Build connections between Ss - T, Ss - language, Ss - literature

• Create interdisciplinary connections – integrated learning

• Boost students’ confidence

• Develop love for reading and writing in English                        
(therapeutic with processing emotions and reducing stress)

Nurture lifelong skills



HOW TO ORGANISE A POETRY WORKSHOP
• Who? – target audience

• What? – content 
* What to show – what to include

* What to print and give to Ss

* What will be the end product

• When? – World Poetry Day, 21st March 
* How long for? 2-period session

• Where? 
• Media room?    * Language room?   * Presentation Hall?

 Once these are decided, create an announcement and participants’ list 



ANNOUNCEMENT FOR A POETRY WORKSHOP



PARTICIPANTS’ LIST FOR A POETRY WORKSHOP



PPT USED IN A POETRY WORKSHOP
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What is Poetry?



What is Poetry?
 Poetry is a type of literature or artistic writing which

aims at stimulating reader’s imagination or feelings.

 The person who writes poetry is called a ‘poet’.

 The purpose of poets is to:

Express emotions and feelings

Explore complex ideas and problems of the society

Communicate their experiences

Express their opinion about something



POETRY

• It is written in lines and stanzas
• Artistic language to express 

thoughts and feelings
• It can include rhyme and rhythm

PROSE

• It is written in sentences and 
paragraphs

• Normal language patterns
• It doesn’t use rhyme and rhythm 

Poetry Vs Prose



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KuRmTY4UJwQ





Try, Try Again (by T. H. Palmer)

’Tis a lesson you should heed,
If at first you don’t succeed,

Try, try again;
Then your courage should appear,
For if you will persevere,
You will conquer, never fear

Try, try again;

Once or twice, though you should fail,
If you would at last prevail,

Try, try again;
If we strive, ‘tis no disgrace
Though we do not win the race;
What should you do in the case?

Try, try again

If you find your task is hard,
Time will bring you your reward,

Try, try again
All that other folks can do,
Why, with patience, should not you?
Only keep this rule in view:

Try, try again.

rhythm



Try, Try Again (by T. H. Palmer)

’Tis a lesson you should heed,
If at first you don’t succeed,

Try, try again;
Then your courage should appear,
For if you will persevere,
You will conquer, never fear

Try, try again;

Once or twice, though you should fail,
If you would at last prevail,

Try, try again;
If we strive, ‘tis no disgrace
Though we do not win the race;
What should you do in the case?

Try, try again

If you find your task is hard,
Time will bring you your reward,

Try, try again
All that other folks can do,
Why, with patience, should not you?
Only keep this rule in view:

Try, try again.
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Try, Try Again (by T. H. Palmer)

’Tis a lesson you should heed,
If at first you don’t succeed,

Try, try again;
Then your courage should appear,
For if you will persevere,
You will conquer, never fear

Try, try again;

Once or twice, though you should fail,
If you would at last prevail,

Try, try again;
If we strive, ‘tis no disgrace
Though we do not win the race;
What should you do in the case?

Try, try again

If you find your task is hard,
Time will bring you your reward,

Try, try again
All that other folks can do,
Why, with patience, should not you?
Only keep this rule in view:

Try, try again.
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Try, Try Again (by T. H. Palmer)

’Tis a lesson you should heed,
If at first you don’t succeed,

Try, try again;
Then your courage should appear,
For if you will persevere,
You will conquer, never fear

Try, try again;

Once or twice, though you should fail,
If you would at last prevail,

Try, try again;
If we strive, ‘tis no disgrace
Though we do not win the race;
What should you do in the case?

Try, try again

If you find your task is hard,
Time will bring you your reward,

Try, try again
All that other folks can do,
Why, with patience, should not you?
Only keep this rule in view:

Try, try again.

repetitionrepetitionrepetitionrepetition

your courage should appear, personification

Time will bring you

repetition

rhythm

repetition

personification

rhymerhyme



Try, Try Again (by T. H. Palmer)

’Tis a lesson you should heed,
If at first you don’t succeed,

Try, try again;
Then your courage should appear,
For if you will persevere,
You will conquer, never fear

Try, try again;

Once or twice, though you should fail,
If you would at last prevail,

Try, try again;
If we strive, ‘tis no disgrace
Though we do not win the race;
What should you do in the case?

Try, try again

If you find your task is hard,
Time will bring you your reward,

Try, try again
All that other folks can do,
Why, with patience, should not you?
Only keep this rule in view:

Try, try again.

repetitionrepetitionrepetitionrepetition
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win the race;

metaphor

repetitionrepetition
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your courage should appear,

Time will bring you

personification

personification



Try, Try Again (by T. H. Palmer)

’Tis a lesson you should heed,
If at first you don’t succeed,

Try, try again;
Then your courage should appear,
For if you will persevere,
You will conquer, never fear

Try, try again;

Once or twice, though you should fail,
If you would at last prevail,

Try, try again;
If we strive, ‘tis no disgrace
Though we do not win the race;
What should you do in the case?

Try, try again

If you find your task is hard,
Time will bring you your reward,

Try, try again
All that other folks can do,
Why, with patience, should not you?
Only keep this rule in view:

Try, try again.

repetitionrepetitionrepetitionrepetition

rhythm

repetitionrepetition

imagery

alliteration

rhymerhyme

your courage should appear,

Time will bring you

win the race;

metaphor

personification

personification

W w



That House (by Claire Angelides)

That house buried in citrus
lilies and jasmine
that house has become one with my soul
one with my dreams
That house buried in citrus
lilies and jasmine
has become one with my soul
my dreams

Every corner is a song
Every step a longing.
That house has a soul
that house has a soul,
it weeps endlessly and bitterly at night
That house in Ammochostos
is my house.

Task 1: 
Analyse the poem based 
on the poetic devices we 
learnt – make notes.



That House (by Claire Angelides)

That house buried in citrus
lilies and jasmine
that house has become one with my soul
one with my dreams
That house buried in citrus
lilies and jasmine
has become one with my soul
my dreams

Every corner is a song
Every step a longing.
That house has a soul
that house has a soul,
it weeps endlessly and bitterly at night
That house in Ammochostos
is my house.

personification

rhythm

imagery

repetition

buried in citrus

that house has a soul,
it weeps endlessly and bitterly at night 

Every corner is a song
Every step a longing.

repetitionrepetition

repetitionrepetitionrepetition

Task 1: 
Analyse the poem based 
on the poetic devices we 
learnt – make notes.

metaphormetaphor



Task 2 
• As a group, write a poem on one of the topics below:

- Planet Earth / The Environment
- Refugees / Occupied areas

• Your poem needs to:
- be at least 6 lines long
- include at least 4 poetic devices

* Your work will be displayed for the rest of the school to see, so you can 
turn this into a poster and accompany it with a drawing or a picture.

NOW IT’S YOUR TURN!



HOW TO RUN A POETRY WORKSHOP
BEFORE THE WORKSHOP
• Make a lesson plan (procedure – steps)

• Prepare room/resources/check equipment

• Practise presentation



‘LESSON PLAN’ FOR A POETRY WORKSHOP



HOW TO RUN A POETRY WORKSHOP
BEFORE THE WORKSHOP
• Make a lesson plan (procedure – steps)
• Prepare room/resources/check equipment
• Practise presentation

DURING THE WORKSHOP
• Trigger Ss’ interest
• Involve all participants
• Offer aid and support to Ss throughout the workshop

AFTER THE WORKSHOP
• Ask for feedback
• Follow up (poems/projects on display, brief article for school magazine)



WORK PRODUCED



WORK PRODUCED



FEEDBACK RECEIVED

• From students

- Originally for Class C students – genuine interest

- Class B students complaining

- Class A students complaining

- After workshop

• From teachers 



That’s all!

Material to view



Any questions?

Thank you!
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