
Poetry in the 
classroom



Presentation Content

1.‘Things I Miss’ &‘Homesick’
Students write their own poem

2.‘Life Doesn’t Frighten Me’
Students perform the poem and give a talk 



What is poetry?





Why teach poetry?

Teaching poetry to non-native learners can be a 

most rewarding experience for both students and 

teachers, as it offers a refreshing  approach to 

language learning through its appeal to our feelings 

and emotions. 



Common European Framework of Reference for Languages:

Reading skills : Poems, blogs, articles, interviews, web pages, 

surveys, biographies, literature extracts



‘Things I miss’ 
& 

‘Homesick’



Analysing poetry:

T reads the poem to the class
Ss read them on their own, then in pairs 

T initiates analysis/discussion through questions on 
content, themes, perspective etc

Ss do the activities p60 in order to look closely at tone, 
structure, rhyme, rhythm & descriptive language.



Creating poetry 1: 

• Ss brainstorm what makes home special

• Ss imagine they have moved away and what they miss 
about home

• In groups, Ss will agree on the content and structure of 
their poems 



Creating poetry 2: 

• T facilitates the process by advising them on their chosen   
structure, devices, content

• Differentiation: might choose to give some groups a structure to 
follow

• Ss read their poems to the class.  Their peers are asked to review; 
say which features they enjoyed

• Final stage: Ss type and decorate creatively for the class bulletin 
board and school magazine



[A basic Structure for weaker students]

Today, I thought of my…………………

The ………………………………………………

The……………………………………………….

The ………………………………………………. .

Today, I remembered my ………………..

The…………………………………………………..

The…………………………………………………..

………ing     ……………………………………. .

Today, I missed the ………………………..

The ………………………………………………..

With ………………………………………..…… .

The ……………………………………………….

The ……………………………………………… .





I Miss           
One day,
I left my country and 
Came to another.
Today,
I miss my calm village and the fresh smell of the soil.
I miss the traditional games we played 
With my family and friends.
Today,
I remembered yet again my bird with his sweet singing.
The way the sun rose
The way the sun set…
                                             Hiwa Ali C51                                                                                                                





Benefits

• By working in groups to prepare their own poems Ss 
identify and put into practice poetic techniques such as 
rhythm, rhyme, enjambement, alliteration, metaphor etc.

 

• They become poets, creators, critics, resulting in a unique 
and memorable sense of achievement.



‘”Life Doesn’t Frighten me”



Poetry Project 
In groups, prepare a school assembly presentation celebrating bravery and 
courage to be delivered to junior school children.  You will perform the poem
‘Life Doesn’t Frighten me’, by Maya Angelou and then you will give a talk 
encouraging children to be brave and courageous. 
You should do the following:
•In your groups consider what makes the poem effective: repetition, mood, pronouns, couplets, rhyme, rhythm.
•Decide how you are going to perform the poem and who is doing what.  Everyone must perform. Use props and incorporate actions. You will be graded individually.
•Decide on the content of the talk and mode of delivery.  Write it up with your group. Everyone must perform. You will be graded individually. 

Remember, your aim is to inspire and hold the audience’s attention so your assembly presentation needs to be striking and enthusiastic!

 
Assessment:
Content:/5      ideas and how material is managed                  Organisation: /5   how material structured, ordered
Language and style: /5   level and accuracy                               Performance: /5   techniques, dramatic skills, execution

   
Maya Angelou (April 4, 1928 – May 28, 2014) was an American poet, singer, autobiographer and 

civil rights activist. She published seven autobiographies, three books of essays, several books 

of poetry, plays, movies, and television shows spanning over 50 years. She received dozens of awards 

and more than 50 honorary degrees. Her best-known work focus on her childhood and early adult experiences. 

Angelou reminds us that we always have the power to choose how we treat others and 

ourselves. In her writings, she encourages us to speak with confidence and power, not 

to be afraid to be vulnerable, to share our story, to see hard times as opportunities for 

growth, to develop our courage and have hope for the future.



Analysing the poem

T reads the poem to the class to set the tone

T Initiates discussion through questions on content, 
perspective, mood. Special attention is paid to 
repetition.

Ss do SB activities p150 in order to analyse the poem 
and understand its mechanics esp. structure, rhythm 
and rhyme.



Performing the poem

T outlines the objective: Imagine you are performing the poem to 
younger students.

Ss brainstorm how a performance for children would differ from one for 
teens [delivery].

In groups, Ss decide who says what, how, single voice/chorus or several 
narrators, pace, in order to achieve maximum effect.

T facilitates, suggests and illustrates sound effects, instruments, 
movement. Stops them at different intervals asking them to demonstrate 
so far. 



Preparing a talk on bravery and courage [3 mins max]

• Ss brainstorm the purpose and content of the talk:

• what frightens us? 

• Is it ok to be frightened? 

• Is it necessary to be brave? 

• Why give this presentation to children? How?  



What is the message of the poem? 

A little girl says she’s not afraid of all those frightening things.  

Is this true? 

Might she be frightened? 

Is it ok to be afraid? 

Is it right or wrong to pretend you’re not afraid?



• Benefits from performing the poem:

• exposure to poetry and literary techniques 

• experimentation with gesture, movement, music, sound, 
repetition in the attempt to present the poem creatively

• Improves confidence

• Benefits from giving an imaginary talk to younger children:

• improves language and delivery skills

• springboard for meaningful discussions on profound issues 
eg bravery, courage and admitting one’s fears. 

• Receptors and propagators of valuable life lessons 

• Allows for a flipped classroom approach- as Ss pretend to 
teach younger children the importance of bravery and 
accepting one’s fear.



Why teach poetry to youngsters? 

improves literacy skills

taps into creativity 

expresses emotions helping 
young readers feel connected 

promotes empathy

promotes values and universal 
truths
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