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Portfolio Assessment in the 
Primary English Classroom

Ομάδα ΝΑΠ Αγγλικών Δημοτικής

What is portfolio assessment?

• A language portfolio is a compilation of an 
individual child’s work, showing his/her 
language abilities, effort and language 
development over time.
(Ioannou-Georgiou & Pavlou, 2003)
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Why portfolio assessment?

• Here are some important benefits:
- Allows for a child-friendly way of assessing children
- Allows for the assessment of all language skills as well 

as the assessment of language attitudes, learning 
strategies and intercultural development

- Encourages the development of learner autonomy 
- Allows for each child to be assessed in comparison to 

his/her own potential and individual development 
- Allows for the involvement of parents in the learning 

process and the strengthening of home-school 
relationships

How is it introduced in the new 
curriculum?

EUROPEAN LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO
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Based on the Common European Framework of 
Reference for Languages

• It is a 3-part document in which language learners can record their 
language learning and cultural experiences

• Language Passport
The Passport section provides a summary of learners’ proficiency in
different languages and is linked to the common reference levels in
the CEF. Learners record their formal qualifications and language
and intercultural skills, experiences and achievements. There is also
a grid for self assessment.

• Language Biography
The Language Biography helps learners to plan, reflect on and
assess their progress.

• Dossier
The Dossier is for storing evidence of the language skills, acquired
both formally and informally, which have been recorded in the
biography or passport.

The European Language Portfolio
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The Cyprus primary portfolio story… 

• Developed and piloted in 2011-12

• Will be submitted to the EU for validation in 
November 2012

• Will be extensively piloted during 2012-2013

• Prepared for general use by September 2013

Link with the National curriculum and 
new coursebooks (1)

• References in the teacher’s books, e.g. Year 1:

“After this lesson the pupils can visit their portfolio
and note that they learned the numbers from 1- 10.
Evidence of their learning which can be included,
can be the completed ‘listen and colour’ handout used
above, a recording of themselves saying the numbers (video
or audio) or a recording of themselves singing the
number rhyme they learned in this lesson. The pupils
can also illustrate the song they learned.”

p. 53 (Unit 6)
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Link with the National curriculum and 
new coursebooks (2)

• References in the pupils’ coursebooks

Reference in the pupils’ coursebooks:
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Let’s get to know the European 
Language Portfolio (Cyprus)

• Work in groups and explore your copy of the 
Language portfolio.

• Discuss in your group:
- How does the portfolio cater to learning 

strategy development?
- How does the portfolio cater to intercultural 

development?
- How do you see yourself using the portfolio in 

the future?


