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Plan for the day Plan for the day Plan for the day Plan for the day 

• 8:30 – 9:00 Ice breaker and intro

• 9:00  - 10:00 Early language learning: making it work

• 10:00 – 10:30 break

• 10:30  - 12:30     Workshop 

• 12:30   - 13:00    Summing up / Closing 



Benefits of early language learning

Attitudinal benefits

• Development of positive attitudes towards language learning and 
languages 

• Development of intercultural awareness and openness towards other 
cultures

Cognitive benefits

• Increased attention levels, metacognitive abilities and abilities to 
manage abstract and conflicting information 

Language learning benefits

• Development of foreign language competence as well as 
development and support for the development of the mother tongue



What are the factors necessary to make What are the factors necessary to make What are the factors necessary to make What are the factors necessary to make Early Early Early Early 
Language Learning (ELL) Language Learning (ELL) Language Learning (ELL) Language Learning (ELL) work?work?work?work?

1. Teachers trained specifically to teach languages to very young 
children  

2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives

3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  

4. Methodology suitable to the learners’ developmental level 

5. Teaching materials 

6. Continuity of language learning 

7. Stakeholder support



2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives

• Γενικός σκοπός της διδασκαλίας των Αγγλικών είναι να 
αναπτύξουν οι μαθητές και μαθήτριες θετικές στάσεις 
απέναντι στα Αγγλικά και στις ξένες γλώσσες γενικότερα, να 
αποκτήσουν βασική διαπολιτισμική αντίληψη και 
διαπολιτισμικές δεξιότητες και να αποκτήσουν τις 
απαραίτητες γνώσεις και επικοινωνιακές δεξιότητες, ώστε 
να χρησιμοποιούν την ξένη γλώσσα με δημιουργικό τρόπο 
για ουσιαστική επικοινωνία σε ποικίλες καθημερινές 
περιστάσεις για να ανταποκριθούν αποτελεσματικά στις 
προκλήσεις του 21ου αιώνα.



Main areas of curriculum focusMain areas of curriculum focusMain areas of curriculum focusMain areas of curriculum focus

• Listening

• Speaking

• Reading

• Writing 

• Intercultural development

• Learning Strategies 



What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL 
work?work?work?work?

1. Teachers trained specifically to teach languages to very young 
children  

2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives

3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  

4. Methodology suitable to the learners’ developmental level

5. Teaching materials 

6. Continuity of language learning 

7. Stakeholder support



“Pupils who find learning the language useful tend to achieve higher 
levels of foreign language proficiency and pupils who find learning the 
language difficult lower levels of foreign language proficiency. Also a 
greater use of the foreign language in lessons by both teachers and 
pupils shows a positive relation with language proficiency. “ (p.11)
First European Survey on Language Competences, Executive Summary (2012), 

Conclusions ofConclusions ofConclusions ofConclusions of the First European Survey on Language the First European Survey on Language the First European Survey on Language the First European Survey on Language 
Competences (2012)Competences (2012)Competences (2012)Competences (2012)

3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  (1)   Adequate and quality exposure to L2  (1)   Adequate and quality exposure to L2  (1)   Adequate and quality exposure to L2  (1)   



3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  (2)  3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  (2)  3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  (2)  3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  (2)  

• Key role = the teacher 

• Design and structure of the ELL programme

• Curriculum time  

• English integral part of school life

• Interdisciplinary projects

• CLIL

• Methodology adopted by the programme

• focus on communicative use of language

• maximising exposure to L2 in class

• rich opportunities for learner output 



What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL 
work?work?work?work?

1. Teachers trained specifically to teach languages to very young 
children  

2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives

3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  

4. Methodology suitable to the learners’ developmental level 

5. Teaching materials 

6. Continuity of language learning 

7. Stakeholder support



4444. Methodology suitable to the . Methodology suitable to the . Methodology suitable to the . Methodology suitable to the learners’ learners’ learners’ learners’ 
developmental leveldevelopmental leveldevelopmental leveldevelopmental level

• A methodology that focuses on:

-developing positive attitudes towards English and foreign language learning

-developing motivation and interest

- communicative use of language

- that uses techniques and tools such as: 
• Storytelling

• Games

• Songs 

• Projects

• Arts and crafts

• Technology 



What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL 
work?work?work?work?

1. Teachers trained specifically to teach languages to very young 
children  

2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives

3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  

4. Methodology suitable to the learners’ developmental level 

5. Teaching materials 

6. Continuity of language learning 

7. Stakeholder support



5. Teaching Materials5. Teaching Materials5. Teaching Materials5. Teaching Materials

• Lesson plan 

• Supplementary 
materials/worksheets

• Coursebooks

Garton, Copland and Burns, 2011





More stories 
for Year 1:



More stories More stories More stories More stories 
for Year 2:for Year 2:for Year 2:for Year 2:



Games Games Games Games 



SongsSongsSongsSongs



Stepping Ahead …… changes to Year 1 Stepping Ahead …… changes to Year 1 Stepping Ahead …… changes to Year 1 Stepping Ahead …… changes to Year 1 



New language and consolidation of languageNew language and consolidation of languageNew language and consolidation of languageNew language and consolidation of language
taught in Part Ataught in Part Ataught in Part Ataught in Part A



Stepping Ahead …… changes to Year 2 Stepping Ahead …… changes to Year 2 Stepping Ahead …… changes to Year 2 Stepping Ahead …… changes to Year 2 



Consolidation of Alphabet Consolidation of Alphabet Consolidation of Alphabet Consolidation of Alphabet 



Working more with Phonics Working more with Phonics Working more with Phonics Working more with Phonics 



Progressing with word recognition  Progressing with word recognition  Progressing with word recognition  Progressing with word recognition  



Working with simple sentencesWorking with simple sentencesWorking with simple sentencesWorking with simple sentences



What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL 
work?work?work?work?

1. Teachers trained specifically to teach languages to very young 
children  

2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives

3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  

4. Methodology suitable to the learners’ developmental level

5. Teaching materials 

6. Continuity of language learning 

7. Stakeholder support



6. Continuity of language learning  . Continuity of language learning  . Continuity of language learning  . Continuity of language learning  



Common 
European 

Framework

Success and 
Adequacy 
Indicators

Educational 
Materials

Assessment

Curriculum



What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL 
work?work?work?work?

1. Teachers trained specifically to teach languages to very young 
children  

2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives

3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  

4. Methodology suitable to the learners’ developmental level

5. Teaching materials 

6. Continuity of language learning 

7. Stakeholder support



7. Stakeholder Support 7. Stakeholder Support 7. Stakeholder Support 7. Stakeholder Support 
Include and engage stakeholders through:

• Presentations to parents

• Events which include English activities and achievements

• Open classes / open days 

• School websites

• etc.



What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL What are the factors necessary to make ELL 
work?work?work?work?

1. Teachers trained specifically to teach languages to very young 
children  

2. Curriculum with clear rationale and objectives

3. Adequate and quality exposure to L2  

4. Methodology suitable to the learners cognitive development 

5. Teaching materials 

6. Continuity of language learning 

7. Stakeholder support TEACHERS





New skills required for teachers???New skills required for teachers???New skills required for teachers???New skills required for teachers???

• Maximising amount and variety of interaction

• More emphasis on early reading 



Maximising amountamountamountamount and variety variety variety variety of interaction

Input Vs Output 



Typical interaction flow in a classroom 



Typical interaction flow in a classroom 



More student-centred / student initiated 
interaction 



More student-centred / student initiated 
interaction 



Discuss the amount and type of interaction 



Maximising varietyvarietyvarietyvariety of interaction 

• Typical classroom interaction

• I   initiation           

• R   response

• F feedback 



Maximising varietyvarietyvarietyvariety of interaction 

• Typical classroom interaction

• I   initiation           What’s this?

• R   response           It’s a cat.

• F feedback Very good.



Maximising varietyvarietyvarietyvariety of interaction 

• Typical classroom interaction

• I   initiation           Do you like cats?

• R   response           Yes, I do.

• F feedback Good.



More emphasis on early reading  (1) 

• Necessary factors for  development of reading in EFL  

• Positive attitudes towards reading (and English in general)

• Development of listening and speaking skills

• Development of vocabulary 

• Teaching of phonics 

• A broad and language-rich curriculum

• Multisensory instruction

• Focus on development of word recognition (sight vocabulary) and 
comprehension 

(The Rose Report, 2006)



More emphasis on early reading  (1) 

• Necessary factors for  development of reading in EFL  

• Positive attitudes towards reading (and English in general)

• Development of listening and speaking skills

• Development of vocabulary 

• Teaching of phonics 

• A broad and language-rich curriculum

• Multisensory instruction of phonics

• Focus on development on word recognition (sight vocabulary) and 
comprehension 

(The Rose Report, 2006)



More emphasis on early reading (2)

• Need to work a bit more on: 

• consolidation of alphabetic principle

• sight words

• shared reading 

• more advanced phonics work 

• Segmenting 

• Blending

• Decoding 



Using Word Walls Using Word Walls Using Word Walls Using Word Walls 



Parts of the body

head                eye 

hand                ear

finger              nose

shoulder          mouth

knee                teeth 

Aa

Ant
Apple
Animal 

Bb

Ball
Baby
Bear 

Cc

Cat
Cow

Colour

My favourite word 

elephant hero    pet  

holiday 

Word Wall 



Shared reading activities Shared reading activities Shared reading activities Shared reading activities 

You put your right arm in
your right arm out

In, out, in, out,
You shake it all about.

You do the Hokey Cokey and you turn around
That's what it's all about...



More advanced phonics work (1)More advanced phonics work (1)More advanced phonics work (1)More advanced phonics work (1)

ee

oo ow

sh

ch

oa

ou



More advanced phonics work More advanced phonics work More advanced phonics work More advanced phonics work (2)(2)(2)(2)

• Blending activities 

• Decoding activities 


