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ROAD SAFETY IN CYPRUS

POTENTIAL TO ACHIEVE MORE 



Objective of this Presentation:

➢ To present the approach of the 
Ministry of Transport 
Communications and Works in 
reviewing the Road Safety 
Strategy for Cyprus and the 
likely changes that will be 
incorporated.

➢ The process is lead by the 
Minister of MTCW, advised by 
the Road Safety Committee –
as per CY Law on Road Safety 
(N174/86)



Aligning Strategy Objectives

Cyprus Road Safety Plan 2020:

1. Improved Safety for Vulnerable Road 
Users

2. Legislation, Highway Code and 
Enforcement

3. Driver Training and Testing

4. Road Safety Education, Publicity and 
Enlightenment

5. Safer Roads and Mobility

6. Post Crash Response

7. Safer Vehicles

8. Organisational Structure and Operation

Which are delivered through a 52 page 
Detailed Action Plan.

EU Strategic Action Plan on Road Safety –
Europe on The Move - Sustainable Mobility 
for Europe: safe, connected and clean

1. Enhanced Road Safety Governance

2. Stronger Financial Support for Road 
Safety

3. Safe Roads and Roadsides

4. Safe Vehicles

5. Safe Road Use

6. Fast and Effective Emergency Response

7. Future proofing of Road Safety

8. EU’s Leading Role and exporting road 
safety

Which will be accompanied by a Key 
Detailed KPI Framework.



Taking into Consideration (1):

1. That key factors leading to serious or fatal 
crushes remain the same:

– speed, 

– use of substances, 

– human error or choice,

– infrastructure,

2. That the reduction to Road Fatalities and Serious 
Accidents is slowing down in Europe in general 
(approximately 1% per year) and Cyprus is not an 
exception,  



Taking into Consideration (2):
ETSC – PIN FLASH REPORT 37



Taking into Consideration (3):
ETSC – PIN FLASH REPORT 37



Taking into Consideration (4):
ETSC – PIN FLASH REPORT 37



Put further effort 
and resources 
in Urban 
Areas:

1. Safety by 
design

2. Accessibility 
& Mobility

3. Enforcement

4. Co-ordination
of  services & 
Training

http://www.123rf.com/photo_15737390_injured-man-with-a-broken-foot-pushes-himself-along-in-his-wheelchair.html


Approach to Safety
• Complex urban 

environment where 
rules are not always 
followed

• Those on move need 
to be always alert

• Lower speeds allow 
for accident 
avoidance

• Accident Avoidance 
Systems: 1.5 seconds 
early warning can 
prevent 90% of rear 
end collisions, 2.0 
seconds warning can 
prevent almost all 
crashes !



Anatomy of a pedestrian crash at 
40Km/hr

EU Directives regarding vehicles
• Front under run protection 

2000/40/EC
• Pedestrian Protection 

2003/102/EC



It is known that Speed Kills

Source: U.K. Department of 
Transportation, Killing Speed and 

Saving Lives, London, 1987. 

Every 1 mph (1.6 Km) reduction in 
speed in incidents is accompanied by:

➢ 5% decrease in crashes
➢ 7% decrease in fatalities. 



MEASURES TO REDUCE SPEED

v2 = 127μr
R (m) V Km/hr

4 22

7 29

9 33

12 39

15 43

30 61

For speeds > 30 Km/hr
Every 1.6 Km increase in 

speed
= 7% increase in deaths

Lane width 
(m)

Reduction 
in Free-

Flow 
Speed 
(km/h)

3.6 0.0

3.5 1.0

3.4 2.1

3.3 3.1

3.2 5.6

3.1 8.1

3.0 10.6

Source: US Highway 

Capacity Manual



No – the average speed in Nicosia is 
approximately 25Km/hr and at 
peak time 15Km/hr.

The smoothing of traffic flow 
increases the capacity of the road 
network, which largely depends on 
the functioning of the  junctions.



MEASURES TO IMPROVE SAFETY



ΤΗΕ COMPLETE STREET TAKES INTO

ACCOUNT THE DESIRED BEHAVIOUR






